LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FOESTRY

BOARD OF ANIMAL HEALTH

DECEMBER 13, 2012 - 1:00 P.M.

VETERANS MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM

5825 FLORIDA BOULEVARD

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70806

Proceedings

Ms. Tabitha Gray swore in board member Neal McFadden.

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Dr. Maxwell Lea at 1:04 p.m.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called by John Walther.

Members Present: 

Tom Ardoin, John Van Bennett, Giles Brown, James Clark Cooper, DVM, Lennie “Tim” Crawford, Craig Fontenot, DVM, Gary Greene, DVM, William Holdman, Maxwell Lea, DVM, Neal McFadden, Bob Pitre, Law Ponder, Butch Racca, Eugene Robertson, Chris Tauzin and Dr. Brent Robbins filling in for Commissioner Mike Strain.

Members Absent:

Kelly Garris, Rayburn Smith, and Tim Veillion

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Mr. Bennett asked his motion to be changed to read “to table the certification program” instead of “to approve the certification program”.
Mr. Ardoin made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected for the October 11, 2012 board meeting.  Dr. Cooper seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND STANDING COMMITTEES
The members reviewed the animal health program updates on the Animal Care Standards.
The board reviewed more changes other than the changes as noted prior to the meeting.  Additions are noted by quotations and omitted words are struck through. The changes are as follows:

Mr. Robertson reviewed the suggested changes made by the Farm Bureau Dairy Committee and agreed to the following changes:


Page 3  Definitions (a) Ambulatory: state of biological function where an animal is capable of walking without pain “for an extended period of time”. 


Page 5  Housing (i) Shelter as defined in this document shall “may” be a necessary requirement for all livestock.

Page 6  Health and Veterinary Care (iv) Livestock “(other than Dairy cattle)” with a body condition score less than 3 shall receive prompt care and/or treatment. Dairy cattle with a body condition score less than 2 shall receive prompt care and/or treatment; see BCS charts below.   

Page 7  Handling (vi) Livestock physically restrained in handling facilities shall be supervised at all times. (vii) Livestock pens shall be filled with sufficient space to allow livestock to turn around.


Page 8 Selection for Transport (i)  Livestock transported for any reason shall be ambulatory at the time of loading. and shall be of sufficient fitness to arrive at the final destination ambulatory and healthy.
Dr. Greene discussed the following changes:


Page 11  Equine Standards:  (iii) All facilities in which horses are maintained shall be constructed and maintained free of “to minimize” hazards that may cause injury to the horses confined within.

Mr. Bennett discussed the following changes:


Page 5  General Standards that apply to the production of all Animals: (a) (i) Livestock personnel shall have the proper level of expertise “knowledge”, ability, and competency to maintain the health and care and wellbeing of livestock as specified in this code.

Page 6  Health and Veterinary Care (v) Livestock suffering from severe lameness shall receive prompt remedial action “by the person in charge”.
Mr. Tauzin discussed the following changes:

Page 13  Ovine and Caprine (Small Ruminants) Standards  (iii) Small ruminants with a body condition score of or less than 1 “3” shall receive prompt care and/or treatment by or on the advice of a licensed veterinarian to improve their body condition.

Mr. Bennett asked if turtles were classified as livestock.  Mr. Walther informed the board  under this law; turtles are not classified as livestock.
Mr. Walther advised the board that they did not have a definition of livestock.  Ms. Gray was going to add this to the Animal Care Standards.

Dr. Warren Joseph, LDAF, referred to page 13 and asked about Ovine unable to bear weight.  Dr. Lea addressed the change on Ovine and Caprine (Small Ruminants) Standards (f) (i) (1)  Those unable to bear weight “unless being transported for veterinary care.” 

Mr. McFadden discussed the following changes:


Page 11  Equine Standards (d) Transportation of Equine (i) (a) Those that are non-ambulatory (cannot walk unassisted), weak and/or debilitated, cannot bear weight on one or more legs, blind in both eyes or, in the case of pregnant mares, nearing the time of foaling unless being transported for veterinary care.

Motion: Mr. Ardoin made a motion to adopt the Animal Care Standard changes.  Mr. Pitre seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously

Dr. Lea asked that the all board members receive by mail or email all the changes that took place at this meeting on the update of the Animal Care Standards.

Mr. Walther gave the board an update on the Alternative Livestock.  He informed the board that the department suspended the issuance of permits for the importation of deer into Louisiana in order to protect the industry from potential exposure to Chronic Waste Disease.

Mr. Walther informed the board that Dr. Stacy has completed the first requirements on the USDA National Herd Certification Program and the department has been accepted into the program.  This program requires all states to participate to enable the shipment of deer across state lines.

Mr. Walther updated the board on the legislation changes concerning the license fee for the alternative livestock. He stated the license fee has been changed from $50 to $100 as passed by the board at a prior board meeting.
OLD BUSINESS

Mr. Bennett discussed his concerns on the certified Free Trichomoniasis Program.

Motion:  Dr. Cooper moved that they accept the Certified Trichomoniasis Program.  Mr. Bennett seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS

Dr. Stacy gave the board an update on the Livestock Planning Packet.

Mr. Bennett asked why we were pro active on the traceability law.  Dr. Stacy explained the Federal traceability law to the board members.  

Dr. Lea designated March 14, 2013 as the date for the next board meeting.
ADJOURNMENT

Motion:  Mr. Robertson made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Giles seconded the motion.  The motion was passed. Meeting dismissed at 2:37 p.m.
